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Immunization Requirements for School Entry



Schools complete a Blue Card or equivalent immunization 
information record. 
This is part of the child’s cumulative folder.



Unconditional 
Admission 

vs 
Conditional 
Admission

Unconditional Admission: Student can attend school 
till the next grade span (TK/K-6 grade) (7 -12 grade)

● Student has received all required immunizations 
for the age and grade of the child.

● A permanent medical exemption is on file.

Conditional Admission: Student can attend school IF:

● At least one dose of every required vaccine is 
given, and no deadline for a missing dose has 
passed.

● A temporary medical exemption is on file for the 
vaccines that are missing.

● Foster Child/ Homeless/ or Transferring student 
from another school within United States

● Students with IEPs

Schools provide written notices indicating which 
vaccine is needed and when.



Conditional Admission for next doses due

Catch-Up Schedule

Students who have had at least 1 dose of 
each vaccine that is required may attend 
school as long as: 

● No deadline for any missing dose has 
passed, and

● Child receives the next dose of 
vaccines before the deadline or child 
is excluded until dose is given. 



Medical Exemptions: Permanent and Temporary

Permanent Medical Exemptions: (PME)

● Student is exempt from the vaccine(s) that are listed.
● Only valid until the next grade span. (TK/K-6th grade 

and 7th -12th grade)
● Parent will need to get another PME for next grade 

span or vaccinate.

Temporary Medical Exemptions: (TME)

● TME can be no longer than 12 calendar months
● Student needs to show proof of receiving these 

vaccines or have a new TME by the expiration date, or 
● Before the start of the next grade span- whichever is 

earliest.

Medical Exemptions issued January 1, 2021 or later: 

● must be issued through the CAIR-ME website by 
physicians licensed in California. (Senate Bill (SB) 276 
and SB 714)

Existing MEs issued before 2021 are: 

● Not included in the CAIR-ME website 
● Valid for continuing and transfer students until the 

earliest of the following:  
○ The child enrolls in the next grade span (TK/K-6th 

grade or 7th-12th grade).  
○ The expiration date specified in a temporary medical 

exemption.  
○ Invalid exemption when the issuing physician has 

been subject to disciplinary action from the 
physician’s licensing entity.



Foster Children

Homeless Children

Students transferring from 
another school within United 
States

Conditional Admission without immunization records:

If the student’s immunization records are not available 
due to being a foster child, homeless child or a child 
transfering from another school within the U.S.

● School can admit them for up to 30 days while 
waiting for the records to arrive.

● If cumulative folder arrives and child missing 
doses or no file arrives
○ California law states that schools may give 

parents up to 10 school days to show proof 
of child received the needed doses if child is 
already attending school. If no 
documentation is provided child is excluded 
from school until proof of dose or medical 
exemption is provided to the school. 

● Outside of the U.S., students must have all required 
vaccinations before entering into school.



Students who have 
Individualized 
Education Plans 
(IEP)

Students who have an individualized education 
program (IEP) 

● Students are not exempt from immunization 
requirements, but they cannot be excluded from 
school due to noncompliance. 

● Schools are still required to request, maintain, 
and report records of immunizations that have 
been received for these students.



Home-based 
or 
Independent Study 
Program non 
classroom-based 
instruction

Home School - Students in a home-based or an 
independent study program who do not receive any 
classroom-based instruction are not subject to 
immunization requirements. 

● Schools are still required to request, maintain, 
and report records of immunizations for these 
students. 

● Students must be immunized if they will be on 
campus to submit projects or participate in any 
classroom activities.

● If students want to participate in extracurricular 
activities, they must be immunized.



Schools are required to:

● Keep list of all students who are not fully immunized in case of outbreak.

● Review records at a minimum every 30 days of those who are admitted 

conditionally. 

● Send letters to parents of what shots are due.

● Exclude children who do not meet the requirement by the exclusion date.  

● Complete the Annual Immunization Reports by December of every school 

year. 



Resources:


